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mostly escaped from the power of hard masters, and have in
fifty or sixty years risen amazingly in character and position.
NOT is there anything like the active converting agency at
work amongst Eoman Catholics that is carried on in our
mission. Very few are added to their numbers from heathen-
ism, which therefore has not much cause to fear them on
this ground. The Eomish congregations, too, are chiefly
situated in the maritime districts, where they have existed
for so long a time that they are looked on as a familiar
and established class, and as an integral portion of the
population.

In the early period of our mission history some of the
converts were slaves, and these, at the period of which we
write, were being educated and enlightened, so that it was
evident to their masters that it would soon be impracticable
to hold such persons longer in a condition of servitude. One
of our principal catechists was a slave all his life, but some-
how after his conversion his master never claimed his
services. Sudra ascendency appeared to be about to diminish,
and fewer opportunities and means of oppression remained
to them. As the Shanar and other Christian converts ad-
vanced in education and enterprise, and improved in worldly
circumstances, it was most natural that they should not so
tamely, as before, endure the injustice and oppression to which
they had been exposed from the higher castes. The Sudras
could not brook the advancement of the inferior classes,
who were now rising through education and religion to
an equality with themselves. In the persecutions which
followed, heathens, Eomanists, and Mohammedans, all
alarmed at the progress of Christianity, united against the
rising Christian community. The Sudras, however, were
foremost in action, the Brahmans and others standing behind
the scenes and appearing but little in the matter.

Attempts, too, had recently been made by Mr. Miller to